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INDEX 
 

A 
Arbitrary Signs 
ASL  
Aspect 
Auslan 
 

B 
Body Anchored Signs 
Borrowing 
 

C 
Citation Form 
Clause 
Cohesion 
Compounds 
Conjunctions 
Constructed Actions 
 

D 
Deaf Community 
Deaf Culture 
Deaf / deaf 
Deaf Gain 
Deaf Place 
Deaf Space 
 
Depicting Signs 
- Entity Handshapes 
      - Whole Entity 
      - Body Part 
      - Collective 
      - Extent 
- Handling Handshapes 
      - Holding Handshapes 
      - Touch Handshapes 
      - Instrumental Handshapes 
- Size and Shape Specifiers(SASS) 
       - Surface 
       - Depth and Width 
       - Perimeter 
 
Determiners 
Discourse Markers 

 
E 
Ellipsis 
Enacting 
Eye Gaze 

 

F 
Filler 
 
Fingerspelling 
    - Names 
    - Abbreviations 
    - Acronyms 
 
Focus 
    - Close Focus 
    - Distant Focus 
 
Frozen Texts  
 
G 
Glossing 
Grammar 

 
H 
HOLM +NMF 
     - Handshape  
     - Orientation 
     - Location 
     - Movement 
     - Non Manual Features 
 

I 
Iconic Signs 
    - Fully Transparent Signs 
    - Translucent Signs 
    - Arbitrary Signs 
 
Inflection 
Initalisation 
Interjection 
International Sign 
ISL 

 
L 
Lexicalisation  
Lexicalised Fingerspelling  
Lexicalised Signs 
List Buoy 
Loan Translations 

 
 
 

M 
Manner 
Metalanguage 
     - Auslan Metalanguage 
 
Metaphor 
    - Timeline Metaphor 
 
Minimal Pairs 
Morpheme 
Mouthing 
Multi-Channel Signs  
 
N 
Name Sign 
 
Native Lexicon 
     - Core Native Lexicon 
     - Non-Core Native Lexicon 
 
Native Signers 
Native-Like Signers 
Non-Body Anchored Signs 
Non-Manual Features 
Negation and Affirmation 
Non-Native Lexicon 
Noun-Verb Pairs 
Numeral Incorporation 
NZSL 

 
P 
Parameters 
Path Movements 
Phoneme 
Phrase 
Pointing 
Possessive S 
Productive Language 
Productive Lexicon 
Prosody 
Pseudo Clefts 

 
Q 
Questions 
    - Yes-No Questions 
    - WH-Questions 

  
 



Auslan Grammar Glossary – A Linguistic Dictionary for Auslan Teachers 

55  
© 2023 Susan McConnell – www.auslanresources.com.au 

INDEX 
 

R 
Recast 
Receptive Language 
Reciprocity 
Referent 
Register 
 
Role Shift 
     - Shifted Expressive  
        Elements 
     - Shifted Gaze / Posture 
     - Shifted Reference 
 

S 
Sentence-Final Tag 
Shadowing 
Sign Bank 
Spatial Mapping 
Spatial Modification 
 
Sign Modification - Nouns 
     - Descriptive Information 
     - Location 
     - Reduplication 
 
Sign Modification – Verbs 
     - Aspect 
     - Intensification 
     - Manner 
     - Person and Location 
     - Number 

S  
Signing Space 
      - Real Space 
            - Topographical Space 
            - Viewer Space 
      - Diagrammatical Space 
      - Abstract Space  
 
Sign Variations 
 
Syntax 
- Subject Verb Object 
- Topic Comment 
- Simultaneous 
       - Object Incorporation 
       - Locative DS   
         Constructions 
       - Enumeration 
       - Topic Comment 
 

T 
Time Marker 
 
Time Marking 
     - Past Tense 
     - Future Tense 
 
Topicalisation 
 
Translation 
Transliteration 
 

V 
Verbs 
     - Auxiliary Verbs 
     - Backward Verbs 
     - Body Locating Verbs 
 
 - Indicating Verbs 
     -  Double Indicating 
             - Regular 
             - Backwards 
      -  Single Indicating  
             - Beginning 
             - Ending 
 
     - Locatable Verbs 
     - Plain Verbs 
     - Reciprocal Verbs 
 
Verbless Clauses 
Visual Vernacular 
Voice-Off 
VRS 
   

 
 
 
 


